WITH THE ‘UFO’ UNVEILING

JUST days after the Olympics
opening ceremony was buzzed
byaUFO thatturned out to be
the Goodyear blimp, conspir-
acy theorists have had another
bubble burst by the US Navy.
Two months ago Americansin
Washington went slightly (and
justifiably) apoplecticwhen a
military truck was spotted -
andrepeatedly photographed -
transporting what looked like a
downedflying saucer. “They've
caughtone!”, “It’strue!”, “I'ma
peacock!” screamed the
UFOlogists, sure they finally
had proofalien spacecraft were
notonlyreal, buthad been cap-
tured. Despite the fact the mil-
itary were apparently
transporting the UFO on the
back of a semi-trailer without
even atarpaulin to hideit,
social media erupted, news
services across America—then
the world - ran pics of the thing

s

and speculation ranrife. Until
the navy admitted it was their
newest toy, amilitary drone.
Yesterday the Patuxent Naval
Air Station invited thelocal
press to see the saucer-shaped
X-47B unmanned drone built
by aircraft makers Northrop
Grumman as “the firstof anew
wave of unmanned military
aircraft”. It's aplane that has
“already excited the interested
of alot of folks” a navy spokes-
man said in a masterpiece of
understatement. But they're
about to become common-
place. “This is what you'll see at
any navy or Marine Corps base g
within the nextdecade,” US 73
NavyRearAdmiral Randolph |
Mahr said. So, no aliens just ?
yet, justaremote-controlled _ <
$800 million fighter drone cap*
able of carrying more than two
tonnes of “payload”. Which

is scarier? N

7N

A,.




